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Message from the President  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We have been in operation for four years and we are still 

progressing beyond expectations.   

 

This year we have concentrated our efforts to improve our 

policies and procedures.  The review has commenced and will 

continue into 2018 to provide efficiencies in the operation of ACT 

Wildlife. This will involve close liaison and support from our hard 

working volunteers.    
 

We continue to face challenges with low resources and too few 

volunteers.  Each year we conduct training sessions on the 

various species care and a general introduction (Orientation 

course) to ACT Wildlife and how we work in the 

community.  Caring for wildlife is a different reality  where you 

are tied to the animals, some for 24 hours a day and for many 

months. 

 

The committee has been working hard in the background 

canvassing politicians for a home base  for ACT Wildlife.  We 

have successfully acquired a grant to fitout a building at the 

Jerrabomberra Wetlands rangers headquarters. This is 

welcome news after four years of working from our own homes.  
 

I would like to thank all our volunteers who commit their time and 

expertise that enable ACT Wildlife to succeed and grow as an 

organisation. Without phone operators, transporters, carers, 

coordinators, to those who attend events, sew pouches, and 

fundraise we would not be able to do the great job we do. 

 

Thank you to the committee members who diligently attend 

meetings and spend much of their spare time to help the 

organisation grow to maturity.  We are still a young organisation. 

 

Yours in caring, 

 

Marg Peachey, President 
 



 3 ACT Wildlife | 2017 

. 

 

 

Vision 
The welfare and biodiversity of native wildlife in the ACT is protected and maintained 

 

Mission 
The purpose of ACT Wildlife is to: 

¶ Rescue, rehabilitate and release injured, sick and orphaned native wildlife 

¶ Educate the public about sharing the urban interface with native wildlife 

¶ Provide professional training to carers to ensure a high standard of welfare for wildlife 

in care. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Eastern Bearded Dragon.  Photo taken by Vic Hughs - vichughes165@gmail.com 
vichughes165@gmail.comCarerc 
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Program Impacts 
The Canberra community awareness has grown and ACT Wildlife receives larger volumes of 

calls and animals into care each year.    

 

Unfortunately the community continues to perceive us as government employees and expect 

a service that we are not necessarily able to provide at all times, as our resources are limited 

and we cannot attend every situation.  To counteract this we encourage the public to do as 

much as they possibly can to help the animal in need.  Most are happy to help but just need 

a bit of guidance.  

 

Program Opportunities  

Wombat Mange Program 

The wombat mange program, which started last year has concluded. This has been a great 

opportunity for ACT Wildlife volunteers to learn about wombats in their natural habitat, 

including their burrow habits.   

 

The program concentrated on a small section along the Murrumbidgee River and after 16 

weeks treatment at each burrow the program indicated less mange in the area.  By creating 

mange free areas will allow us to release rehabilitated wombats back to these areas.  

 

Mange is considered a treatable disease if caught early, however if not treated will continue 

to spread and infect other wombats in the area.  The program was supported with expertise 

from the ACT Parks and Conservation Service, the Mange Management Inc. and University 

of Canberra, and funded by an ACT Environment grant.   

 

By undertaking this program demonstrates our strategic commitment to reduce the number 

of animals that enter into care, as well as overall animal welfare within our local environment. 

Our volunteers will monitor this section of River over the next two years. 

 

This program has also provided data to similar research occurring across Australia and the 

results has assisted the government to allow others to treat wombats under a special 

licence.  
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Wildlife Statistics  
During 2017 we received 2,933 animals  a 2% increase since last year and a 158% 

increase since 2014.  The increase this year isn t large, however this may be due to the 

increased number of animals taken to vets by the public and improved advice by our phone 

operators, which neither become a statistic in the ACT Wildlife database. 

 

The phone calls received by our 24/7 phone helpline has continued to rise.  In 2017 we saw 

an increase of 24% from 2016, which equates to 862 calls during business hours each 

month and 928 calls after-hours each month.   A comparison between 2014 and 2017 is a 

563% increase - from 1,408 calls to 9,337 calls. The ratio of phone calls answered between 

business hours and after-hours has also increased by 589% and 580% respectively since 

2014.   

 

The number of animals received didn t exceed more than 300 per month, unlike the previous 

year which saw a spike of 368 animals recorded in November. However, the longest period 

of time animals exceeded above 250 occurred for the first time since operation in 2014.  

These months were December, January and February, whilst these months including March 

increased by about 100 animals per month.  This has increased pressure on our carers in 

what was considered quite times  for particular species.  

 

June had the fewest number of animals in care whilst October, December and January had 

the most. Last year the minimum and maximum numbers of animals in care had increased 

by 950% (from 8 to 84 animals) and 85% (from 203 to 368 animals) respectively compared 

that with the first year.  However, the minimum and maximum numbers this year were not as 

extreme. 

 

During 2017 we received a similar ratio of the top two species: birds (77%) and possums 

(11%), whilst we saw a decrease in Iizard and flying fox numbers (3% each). 

 

Wildlife enter into care for many different reasons, which are highlighted in the animal report 

sections below.  Figures 1 and 2 demonstrate the number of calls and animals received in 

the first year of operation (2014) and the most recent two years of operation (2016 & 2017). 
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Figure 1: Monthly Comparison of Animal intake between the first year of operation (2014) and the most recent two years (2016 and 2017). 
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Figure 2: Monthly Comparison of phone calls between the first year of operation (2014) and the most recent two years (2016 and 2017).   
  Note: Business Hours is defined as 9am to 5pm. 
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Our phone operators, rescuers, carers and transporters bring injured or orphaned native 

wildlife into the care system. Some of our members manage the palliative aspect of wildlife 

care, when they assist a member of the public to get a seriously injured animal to vet care, 

whilst others are called upon to help carers to receive animals from the vets or other carers, 

and those who rehabilitate to release the animal back to the wild.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Little Pied Cormorant.  Photo taken by Vic Hughs - vichughes165@gmail.com 
vichughes165@gmail.comCarerc 
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Birds 
A total of 1,801 birds (73 species) came into care during 2017. This is a 3% increase from last 

year and an astounding 202% increase since 2014.  
 
 

 
 

 

The top 80% of species in 2017 is similar to that from last year. They are; Australian Magpie 

(222), Galah (183), Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (147), Crimson Rosella (135), Australian 

Wood Duck (121), Magpie-Lark (94), Red Wattlebird (91), Pied Currawong (89), Crested 

Pigeon (81), Australian King-Parrot (71), Pacific Black Duck (54), Noisy Minor (45), Eastern 

Rosella (39), Australian Raven (37), and Black Swan (29). 

 

 

Birds make up 77% of the total animals received by ACT Wildlife.  Of those that came into 

care we have been able to achieve a 52% release rate.  This figure is extraordinarily high 

mainly due to the re-homing young birds with their families, thanks to our dedicated 

volunteers.  
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Birds came into care primarily due to; trauma (collisions with cars), attacked by cats or 

orphaned. 

 

The graph below is not entirely accurate with causes . Once the database has been tailored 

to suit ACT Wildlife s reporting needs these causes will be more precise. For example, a bird 

may be reported as coming into care because of a broken leg or wing, but may have also 

been hit by a car or caught by a dog.   
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Birds come into care for numerous reason and our carers need to be able to assess, identify 

and provide appropriate care for each one.  

 

Figure 3 provides a good indication on the various reasons, and the most likely reasons 

each species come into care.  The sulphur crested cockatoo and galah are more likely to 

collide with vehicles, the Australian wood ducks are predominately ducklings, and magpies 

and currawongs tend to have multiple or unknown reasons*.  

 

*The see other notes  in our records system means there was more than one reason the bird came into care.

 Eastern Yellow Robin.  Photo taken by Marg Peachey, ACT Wildlife President 
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Figure 3: Most Common Birds in 2017 and the most common reasons why they came into care 
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Possums 
A total number of 253 possums entered into care during 2017.  Of these, 90% were Brushtail 

possums, 7% sugar gliders and 3% ringtail possums.  The total is a 16% decrease from last 

year but an astounding 308% increase since 2014.  

 

 

 

  

 

The distinct seasons experienced in the first few years was not evident in 2017.  About a 

quarter of the total number received had injuries or illnesses arising directly from living in 

close proximity to humans, particularly in an urban environment. The types of injuries 

include; collisions with vehicles, cat or dog attacks, poisoning and electrocution.   

 

The hard work and dedication of our volunteer carers was reflected in the subsequent 

release about half of possums coming into care. In the 17-24% euthanasia cases and 18-

33% cases that died, the injuries were unavoidable due to excessive poisoning or injury in 

adults and juveniles. 

 

Possums remained in care for varying lengths of time. About 25% of possums were in care 

for less than one month, and a third were in care for over 3 months.  
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Bats 
A total number of 125 bats (80 Flying Foxes and 45 Microbats) entered into care during 

2017.  Number of bats that visit Canberra fluctuates each year, however for comparison this 

is a 136% increase from last year and a 15% increase since 2014.  

 

Flying Foxes are temporary residents, who migrate all over Eastern Australia, and settle 

where there is sufficient food and roosting sites. This leads to difficult prediction from year to 

year, but generally you expect to see an increase between September and March when the 

weather is warm and fruit is abundant.  

 

Microbats, however are local residents and are mainly located in areas surrounding suburbia 

with little interaction with humans.  Due to this we receive similar numbers into care each 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micorbat in care. Photo taken by Ingrid Singh, wildlife coordinator and carer 


